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T-&{%O |VlI<S In the past tattoo ink was usualy confined to Hack and p. “Wm

as red, , green, and blue. Now, ink colors can be any combination of colors fr'om white to various shades of black,

brown, pink, violet, \ljellow and every shade in between. There are even Slow in the dark and blackliﬂh{;

inks—although there are safety concerns about their use. o =
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The Food and Dr'u3 Adwinistration (FDA) is in char'se 8 LoO D D ‘Q 'T SooT

of resulathﬁ tattoo inks, but because there has been onls j‘ é /

a small amount of reported skin reactions the FDA has PEN "V h’ 0

decided that it will not resulate or approve tattoo ink. This - -y o /-—’-._

. . : f 4

may change, however, since there is some evidence that a - :

certain d&es may cause skin irritation or allerﬂic reactions. ’.
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There were one hundred and §i ft\rj reports of harmful AoRE e 6@ IHS

reactions reported to the FDA from 2003 to 2004. But a homemade tattoo that
this is actuallﬂ relative[\lj low when You consider that there is made ch’Ol"l‘l unsterilized
are literally a wilion or more tattoos inked every year. .. substances such as blood, dirt,

Another problem with moritoring ink is that manufacturerS. \?‘ soot, color pen il’ll(, ete. ’ﬂ:lis

coupleal with Settinﬂ a tattoo
in a non—commercial settin

of tattoo ink are not ret{uired to list the inﬂredients.
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Tattoo Piﬂments can be made Jfr'om mineral substances or -

artificial solutions. Artificial solutions are more popular now

means that the risk of getting

because the colors are more intense. The piﬂment can be oy T fection o sl
mixed with alcohol or water to produce the ink. Alcohol is a 6 .
preferred solution because it helps to ‘open up’ the skin to
allow the ink to be absorbed, and alcohol helps to disinfect

the ink and skin.

l)f You are worried about the ink talk with Your artist who can Swe
.O You more mjfor'mahon about the tSFe of ink he or she uses.





